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Career Planning

What is important to you?  What is in your future?  You are the only one who can answer these questions.  Good decision-making is the most important part of planning for your career.  You need to prepare now for what you think you would like to do by taking the appropriate courses in high school.  Are you willing to pay the price to prepare for success?

To try to find a meaningful form of work in the future, you must develop your decision-making skills, based on the best information available.  Interview people in careers that you are considering.  Research current career information resources and become involved in activities that interest you.  

You may be interested in a career that does not provide a great deal of income.  In this case, you may want to pursue your interest as a hobby or second-income option.

No one ever said that career decision-making is easy.  Fortunately you are not locked into a career forever.  The average person changes jobs many times over a lifetime.

HOW DO YOU BEGIN?
1. Consider your interests, abilities, values and personality as you consider your options.  To help you consider broad areas as possible careers, take an interest inventory.  These are available in my office.   Work with your teachers, counselors, and parents to identify your interests, abilities, and talents.
2. Explore information about careers.  Thousands of occupations exist.  Explore internet resources, interview people in various occupations, see your guidance counselor, and talk to your teachers.  I have resources that I will be glad to share with you.

3. Narrow down your list of occupations based on your interest, values, and abilities so that you can set realistic goals for yourself.

4. Plan the path that you need to follow to achieve your goal.
Consult Wake County Public School System’s Program Planning Guide for information on courses and talk to your counselor and parents for guidance.  Students must satisfy all course, credit, and testing requirements for at least one Course of Study in order to earn a diploma.  

5. Students should choose the appropriate Course of Study  to match their career goals.
Courses of Study
Career Prep- meets minimum graduation requirements and is designed to prepare students for entry-level career choices and admission to a community college

College Tech Prep- meets higher academic standards and prepares students for admission in highly technical field of study at a community college

College/University Prep- meets the highest level of academic standards and fulfills the minimum course requirements for admission to UNC institutions

Occupational – This course of study is appropriate for certain students who receive Special Education services.  It prepares students to enter competitive employment.

Students who are not pursuing  the College/University Prep Course of Study MUST choose a career pathway…either in Arts Education or Career and Technical Education (CTE).  However, students pursuing the College/University Prep Course of Study may also complete the requirements for an additional Course of Study.
ARTS EDUCATION PATHWAYS

Music

Theater Arts

Visual Arts

  CTE Career Pathways provide students with a focused plan of study and provide students with the background employers and colleges want to see on their transcripts.  They encourage students to complete a sequential program leading to advanced courses.  Career and Technical Education Career Pathways are clusters of courses that provide students with the knowledge needed to pursue a particular interest area.  Students who earn four units of credit including a capstone (advanced) course in a CTE Pathway are designated as “Career Pathway Completers.”  During their senior year, they will take the ASSET test that is widely accepted as an entrance test for the community college system. 
A CTE Career Pathway is not a permanent commitment.  As students have new experiences, they will learn new things about themselves and may change CTE Career Pathways.  However, students should see their counselor to discuss the effects of this decision to be sure they meet graduation requirements.
Career –Technical Education Pathways at Fuquay-Varina High
Agricultural and Natural Resources Technologies
Business Technologies

Commercial and Artistic Production Technologies

Construction Technologies

Engineering Technologies

Health Sciences

Public Service Technologies

