Debunking the Myth of Class Dues

Or Yes FVHS, they do exist!

Taken from the FVHS Student Handbook, page 10

     Class dues have become a standard practice for classes at FVHS and questions sometimes arise about their purpose and function.  Funds to pay for most high school education expenses are provided primarily by the State of North Carolina and the Wake County Board of Education.  Typical expenses covered by these governmental bodies include property costs, operating expenses, most furnishings, instructional equipment, textbooks, most instructional supplies and staff salaries.  With the exception of some salaries and a small amount for security costs, no funds are provided for expenses associated with extracurricular student activity programs, which include athletics, school clubs and class activities.

     The Wake County Board of Education permits high schools to have five fundraising activities per year, each school is allowed to conduct one school-wide fundraiser and each of the four high school classes is allowed to have one fundraiser to raise money to support their various extracurricular activities.  High school athletics programs are funded primarily through gate receipts, concession receipts and contributions.  At FVHS, school clubs receive funds by their members participating in the annual school-wide fundraiser, which for the last several years has been the sale of citrus fruit in December.  School classes have not been able to benefit from the school-wide fruit sale since so many students use this opportunity to work for the school club.

     Therefore, each high school class is presented with a challenge.  Although not required to do so, each school class usually wants to engage in some activities, which require funds.  These include homecoming week activities such as the building of floats, special class events such as the prom, and graduation activities.  An additional factor is that most of these activities require some large advance payments prior to the events.  Therefore, classes face eventually three choices.  They may (1) choose not to engage in these traditional activities, they may (2) engage in the activities but spend no money in advance and depend on charging actual participants for the expenses at the time of the activities, or they may (3) raise funds in advance.  FVHS classes for several years have chosen the last option but have faced the dilemma of how to equitably raise the needed funds.  When work projects or sales programs have been considered, they have been rejected because substantial number of students would not agree to become involved in the actual work of raising the needed funds, but would expect to participate in the various activities.  So classes have begun to choose to assess themselves a modest fee for class dues (currently $15.00) to fund their class activities.  They have done this by democratic elections in class meetings.  The school has agreed to help each class with the equitable collection of class dues by withholding school privileges (parking, off-campus lunch for seniors, prom admittance, etc.) from students who have not paid their dues.  In this arrangement, each class has been assigned an account kept in our local school funds, and expenses for the class are paid from this account upon the approval of the class officers and their sponsor.  In this manner, classes may purchase supplies, reserve bands for dances, reserve special locations for class parties, and otherwise plan effectively or their activities.

     The assessment and collection of class dues presents some problems but our students have not been able to find a better way to effectively and equitably finance activities they want to have as a part of their high school experience.  Class dues payments are due and payable to the school bookkeeper after the first class meeting of the year.  Dues not paid by the end of each year are subject to an additional $5 late fee.  
