Early Release

Wake County Board of Education Policy 5311 requires that all high school students carry a course load equal to the number of instructional periods in the school day.  For FVHS students, this means four courses for each term each year.  The only routine exemption from this expectation is for students enrolled in either 

1. One or more cooperative work/study courses or 

2. One or more dual enrollment courses at area colleges.

Early Release (taking less than a full load of courses) is available to students enrolled in FVHS Work/Study classes or who participate in dual enrollment classes at our colleges.  Reduced-load schedules are sometimes permitted on an individual basis when students have legitimate needs to combine school and work or other responsibilities that complement their education.  Reduced loads or early release is specifically NOT permitted for reasons such as needing to work for income, because graduation requirements have been met, or because desired courses are not available.  Students should consult with their counselor during registration to make sure that any request for early release meets the above criteria and is planned as an integral part of their high school education.

