Teens and Freedom, 
Part I: What’s Your Opinion? 

Grade Level: 9-12
Objectives:
1. To explore how students feel about their freedom/lack of freedom 
2. To discuss topics that affect all young people 

Materials: Teens and Freedom Survey and Results			Time: 20 minutes

Directions: 
Handout 28 is a survey from USA WEEKEND.  Over 200,000 teens took the survey that was distributed in the magazine, online, and in partnership with Channel One.  You can give the survey to your advisees, then discuss your advisory results and compare with the national results.  




Teens and Freedom, 
Part II: Making Your Case and
Defending Your Point of View 

Directions: Making your case in public and using the verbal tools of persuasion are important skills for work, for leadership, and for citizenship.  Using any of the issues raised in the Teens and Freedom survey in the previous activity, require every student to make a persuasion speech of two minutes sometime during the year.  At least a month in advance ask students to pick a date slip from a basket that identifies the time when each student will present his or her speech to the whole advisory.  

Skill Lesson: Before any students present their speeches, develop criteria for an effective and engaging presentation, and guidelines for being a respectful, supportive audience.  Provide all advisees with Handout 29 as a guide.  Prepare and present your own two-minute speech on your favorite “hot button” topic and ask advisees to identify core elements of the speech. 

Student presentations: Students love getting concrete feedback when they take the risk to claim their voice and be heard.  You might want to pass out note-cards on which advisees can write feedback comments: 

1. One thing I learned from the speech, or the most compelling idea in your speech…
2. One way you were effective in presenting your speech…
3. One thing you might add, leave out, or change to make the speech even more effective…

You can use this process when students want to prepare and present their case statement and recommendations to faculty associations, student-faculty forums, school leadership teams, parent groups, or student government.  
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Handout 29

Making Your Case and Defending Your Point of View

Tips for Presenting Your Ideas Effectively: 

1. Do you have an opener, a compelling story, incident, quote that sets the context and personalizes the problem so that the audience understand s how this issue affects real people? 

2. Do you define and describe the problem clearly in ways that illuminate the problem, identify what’s not working, or describe what needs are not being met? 

3. Have you given the audience the facts (specific example, data, statistics, comparisons, illustrations, and anecdotes) that connect conditions and situations to real individuals and groups? 

4. Have you told the audience why doing something is important?  What might happen if nothing is done or nothing changes?  How does this problem affect students, the school, or the larger community?  

5. Have you shared suggestions for solutions?  Do you compare this solution to other possible solutions?  Why is this a better idea?  What needs to be done?  What is the plan?  Who will make it happen?  How much will it cost?  Where will the money come from? 

6. Have you made an appeal to your audience?  What do you want your audience to think about, reconsider, or do after they listen to your speech?  
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