Space Pioneers

Grade Level: 9-12
Objectives:
1. 
2. To give practice in assessing different qualities and opinions
3. To encourage sharing 
4. To encourage understanding and acceptance of others’ perspectives
5. To provide an opportunity to look at evolving styles of communication and leader-behavior with the group
6. To encourage influence


Materials: paper, pencils				Time: 20 minutes

Instructions: 
1. Read the “Space Pioneers” story while students are seated.
2. Write the list of “Space Pioneers” on the board or distribute the list to your Advisory. 
3. Ask each participant to identify the five people they would want to help settle the newly discovered planet. 
4. Discuss the difference of a group of people making a decision by consensus (majority of opinion: The consensus of the group was that they should meet twice a month. general agreement or concord; harmony) in contrast to voting (to express one's preference for a candidate or for a proposed resolution of an issue; cast a vote: voting against the measure. to express a choice or an opinion)
5. Announce that the tribes have 15 minutes to reach a consensus on which five Space Pioneers to take into space. 
6. Ask one person to record notes or mark who should help settle the new planet. 
7. After fifteen minutes have the recorder report the final consensus list to the group.  


Space Pioneers: Read story

A new planet has been discovered in our solar system.  This planet resembles Earth in every way, except that there are no human beings living there.  Our government wants the students of this class to be the first pioneers to settle on the newly discovered planet.  They want you to select five adult advisors who you think would be valuable on the new planet.  Select from the following list of ten people.  


1. Zelda Learner				age 45 		elementary school teacher
2. Oroville Oates				age 41 		farmer
3. Clara Kettle				age 34 		cook
4. Dr. Margarita Flowers			age 27 		botanist
5. Woody Hammer			age 56 		carpenter
6. Flo Nightingale			age 37 		registered nurse
7. Betty Bechtel				age 32 		engineer
8. Melvin Melody			age, 24 	musician
9. Reverend Adam Goodfellow		age 51		minister
10. Barry Bonds				age 26 		professional baseball player





Suggested Reflection Questions

Content/Thinking
· What did you see as the main purpose of Space Pioneers? 
· Why would you want to, or not want to, go on this trip?  

Social
· What did you have to do to reach consensus on who you would take?  Was it an effective way to come to an agreement? 
· How did different group members provide leadership for this activity? 

Personal
· How did you feel about your tribes choice? 
· What did you contribute to help your group make the selection? 

Appreciation
Invite statements of appreciation:
· “I liked it when …”
· I admired you for saying…” 
· I’m much like you when…

Option
· Personalize “Space Pioneers” by having ten volunteers be representatives for the ten choices of settlers and defend why they should be selected to go.  
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