Roles People Play

Grade Level: 10-11

Objectives:
1. To promote an awareness of helpful group roles
1. To learn how the accomplishment of group tasks depends upon helpful behaviors
1. To learn collaborative skills

Materials: Handout on “Roles People Play”				Time: 30 minutes

Instructions: 
1. Distribute the handout on “Roles That People Play In Groups” and discuss the 4x4 chart.  
1. Ask the students to study the cartoon and decide which role (or roles) they usually play when working with others in a group.  (Hint, the cartoon characters are in the order listed at the top). 
1. Ask students to write answers to the questions on the bottom of the handout.  Allow five to ten minutes. 
1. Have them share their responses as a group or with a partner. 
1. Ask students to share with the group a new role that he or she will try for the day (or week). 


Option #1: A Role Play
· Have each group plan and present a brief role play in which students play a helpful role and an unhelpful role. 
· Ask the class to guess which role is being demonstrated. 


Suggested Reflection Questions
Content/Thinking
1. What happens in a group or class when even one person is acting in an unhelpful role? 


Social
1. What helpful roles do people play in your group or class? 
1. How do those roles make working together easier? 
1. Do people in your group or class always play the same roles?  How helpful is that? 


Personal
1. What feelings did you have during this activity? 
1. What did you learn about yourself? 
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