Extended Nametags

Grade Level: 11-12
Objectives:
1. To share personal history, interests, beliefs
2. To enhance communication skills
3. To promote community inclusion 

Materials: 5 x 8-inch index cards, pencils				Time: 20 minutes

Instructions: 
1. Distribute 5 x 8-inch index cards. 
2. Ask each student to print his or her first name or nickname in the center of the card, and directly under it the quality he or she most values in people.  For example, honesty, integrity, respect, etc…
3. Then have each student write the following in the corners: 
· upper left – a place where he or she spent his or her happiest summer
· option: his or her favorite place on earth
· lower left – the name of a person who taught him or her something important
· option: the name of his or her best friend
· lower right – the year he or she last spent three great days in a row
· option: the year he or she went on a big trip
· upper right – three things he or she does well
· a goal that he or she has for the future
4. Have students meet in groups of three.  Explain that the group will talk about the upper left corner of their cards for three minutes, which means each person has one minute to talk.  Ask them to keep track of their time and to share equally. 
5. After three minutes, have the groups give statements of appreciation.  Allow two minutes for the statements.  Examples: 
· “I liked it when…” 
· “You’re a lot like me when…” 
6. Have the students form new groups three more times, sharing the other three corners and giving statements of appreciation after each round.  Use the same time periods as suggested in steps four and five above. 
7. Form a community circle and invite each student to share something special he or she learned about a class member.  

Suggested Reflection Questions
Content/Thinking
· Why is it important for the members of a community to have opportunities to share information about themselves? 
· Are there other good questions we could ask? 
Social
· How did you know that others were listening well when you spoke? 
Personal
· What were you feeling when you were speaking?  What were you feeling when you were listening? 
Appreciation
Suggest people make statements of appreciation:
· “I liked hearing…”
· “I admire your…”
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