Cooperation Squares or Silent Squares

Grade Level: 9-12
Objectives: 
1. To encourage cooperation
2. To help students become aware of their own behaviors that may help or hinder community effort
3. To build inclusion and influence

Materials: Puzzle Sets (envelopes)					Time: 20 minutes
Challenge: Solve a puzzle set.  Create 5 puzzle squares of equal size. 

Instructions: 
1. Begin the strategy with a community circle discussion of the meaning of cooperation.  List or discuss the requirements for cooperation as generated by the community.  
· Example: Everyone has to understand the problem.  
· Everyone needs to believe that he or she can help. 
2. Ask your Advisory to meet in groups of 5 people each (if the numbers are uneven, several students can be observers).  Describe the activity as a puzzle that can only be solved through cooperation.  
3. Hand out one puzzle set to each group. 
4. Read or state the following instructions aloud: 
a. Ask for a volunteer per group to give three pieces to each group member.  When everyone has received the pieces, ask students to leave their pieces on the table without touching them.  
b. Explain the goal of the activity: “At the end of this exercise, your group goal is to have five completed puzzles on your table.  Each completed puzzle should be exactly the same size and each completed puzzle should have three pieces.” 
5. Here are the rules: 
· You may not speak. 
· You may only give pieces away to another member of your group. 
· You may not take pieces from any member of the group. 
· You can only have three puzzle pieces at a time. 
· No finger pointing, grabbing, grunting, or groaning!
6. You will have about 5 minutes to solve the problem. 

Suggested Reflection Questions
Content/Thinking
· What did you learn about nonverbal cooperation?
· Why did you do this strategy with talking? 
Social 
· What social skills did you need to make this activity successful? 
· Why is “giving” a social skill? 
Personal
· How did you feel when someone finished his or her square and then sat back without helping others solve their puzzles? 
· How did you feel when someone held a puzzle piece and did not know you needed it or did not see the solutions? 
Appreciation
Invite statements of appreciation:
· “I liked it when…”
· “I felt good when…” 
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